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maire sommaire de l'ancien francais." 

The course in Lexicology is of incalculable 
benefit to students even the most advanced. 
Romance words of great importance that so 
often go unnoticed, opinions that are seldom 
consulted, or too unhesitatingly adopted, are 
all unearthed, all examined ; and the wealth 
of ideas, the acquaintance with authors, philo- 
logists and historians, past and present, that 
is acquired ! Really, no one who comes to 
Paris for the purpose of studying Romance 
philology should miss this seminar. Some old 
monument is taken, this year the "Reichenauer 
Glossen ; " the " Latin " words as well as the 
glosses are taken up in alphabetic order, and 
their development, history and fate in all or 
any of the Romance languages is carefully ex- 
amined. The course is so arranged that each 
student in his turn has some ten or twelve 
words to prepare and submit to the criticism 
of the professor and the whole class. At the 
beginning of the work, the students are as- 
signed, one to each successive date through- 
out the year, to prepare and read the proces- 
verbal of the preceding meeting. M. Paris 
has still another seminar, Sunday mornings, 
where the language of Joinville is discussed 
and explained, but none but those able to do 
original work of some importance are ad- 
mitted. — But besides all this, there is one 
thing in particular, not mentioned on the 
printed programs, which not a single student 
fails to carry away from the courses of this 
sage of sages, and that is the influence of the 
professor's own personality. Behind those im- 
mobile and seemingly impassive yet attractive 
features, any one endowed with some knowl- 
edge of human character recognizes easily 
the eye that regards and sees all, the mind 
and the heart that judges every man, every 
action. With what emotion in his voice did 
he speak to me of young Boser, one of his 
best pupils (cf. "La Somme le roi," Rom. 
xxiii), so soon carried away from this world 
of ours, "this great altar of sacrifices." And 
with what fervor is Professor Paris spoken of 
by all those whose fortune it is to know him 
somewhat intimately. Quite aside from all 
that he has done to raise Romance Philology 
to an established science, quite aside from all 
this, he, too, is among "those — few, alas! — 
who love their fellowmen," and how appro- 
priate is it to the memory of Pasteur, that it is 
Gaston Paris who is predestined to take his 
place at the " Academic". 

What is done privately in the Romance field 
can of course not be known to any great ex- 
tent ; or, at any rate, what is known here is 
almost equally no news in America. Prof. E. 
W. Manning has spent a good part of the 



year at Paris on the MSS. in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale and the Arsenal, and will take with 
him to America, besides numerous selections 
and annotations, a photographic copy of about 
twenty pages oP'Aucassin et Nicolette." It 
may be mentioned in passing that an article 
by him on one of the Goethe relics will be 
published in a month or so in the Goethe 
Jahrbuch. Another bit of news that will be 
pleasantly received in America is that Madame 
Darmesteter is translating into English the 
excellent Old-French grammar (' Cours de 
grammaire historique de la langue francaise') 
left unfinished by her husband, but published 
under the care of MM. Muret and Sudre. 
This book will appear shortly from the press 
of Macmillan, and will, I think, fill a long-felt 
want of the English speaking student. 

W.vi. Milwitzkv. 
Cerisy-la- Salle (Mancht). 



IMMER MANN'S " MERLIN." 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs: — Will you permit me to forestall the 
condemnation which is waiting for me at the 
hand of some future critic by making public 
confession of a bad slip committed in my re- 
cently published Social Forces in German 
Literature'' In a brief notice of Immer- 
mann's Merlin (p. 511) I speak of the hero 
of this drama as "that mysterious son of Satan 
and the Holy Virgin who," etc. Lest this 
sentence arouse what would be a very natural 
suspicion, that I had here confounded the 
Candida of the Merlin tragedy with the Virgin 
Mary, I wish to say that my mistake con- 
sisted in not rendering the German expression 
"heilige Jungfrau," which was in my mind, by 
" saintly virgin " instead of " holy virgin " — a 
mistake which was subsequently aggravated 
by the printer's capitalizing both words. 

Let me add that Immermanu's Merlin de- 
serves a much fuller consideration than that 
which I could give it in my book. The scene 
where Satan obtains power over Candida is a 
piece of wonderful poetry, combining the fan- 
tastic fervor of Calderon's Mdgico Prodi- 
gioso with the profound thought of Goethe's 
Prolog ini Himmel. 

Kuno Francke. 
Harvard University. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The next meeting of the Central Division of 
the Modern Language Association of America 
will occur between Christmas and New Year 
at St. Louis, Mo. Those wishing to read 
papers are requested to address Professor G. 
Karsten, Bloomington, Ind., as soon as pos- 
sible. Membership is open to all interested in 
the study of modern languages. Further de- 
tails will be announced later. 



223 



